
Investment and Trade 
Opportunities in Australia

Duncan Harris

President
Australia Africa Chamber of Commerce

Eastern Cape Export Symposium and Exhibition 2021

Thursday 25 March 2021



FDI – Importance to Australia
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• Ranked 8th most attractive destination for FDI in 2018.

• Outperformance vs Peer Markets for more than 2 decades

• Job creation – employing over 1.2 million people

• Supporting Businesses - ¼ of Australian total assets ($2.7 Trillion) 

• ¼ of Australia’s economy - $286 B  Industry value add (IVA)

• Increased productivity & exports – contributions generating 2/5th of 

Australia’s goods and services exports
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Foreign direct investment in Australia by country



Foreign direct investment in Australia

4‘The Australia Benchmark Report’: www.austrade.gov.au

Mining

ManufacturingFinancial & 
Insurance 

Real Estate



GDP - Top 20 world economy, 2019
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Percentage share of total world nominal GDP in US$
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GDP - Economic growth since 1961

GDP, annual percentage change
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GDP - Economic growth by country/region 

Growth of real GDP, 1992-2019
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GDP - High economic output per capita

GDP per person for selected economies, 1991-2019

‘The Australia Benchmark Report’: www.austrade.gov.au



9

Growth by Industry in Australia’s real gross value added, 
Compound annual growth rate, 1991-2019

Diversity of GDP growth across sectors
Strong services growth
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Low debt to GDP level (Pre-covid)
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General government net debt, 2019 (as % of GDP)
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Australia’s globally significant and dynamic industries
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Global significance of Australia’s financial markets
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Strong exports of goods
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Australia’s major agricultural commodity export, 2018-19
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Australia’s commodity exports, 2018-19
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Strong exports of minerals



Top 15 export markets
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Australia’s Free Trade Agreements
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Innovation Credentials
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Australia’s tech credentials
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Innovation and Skills
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Very high academic rankings
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Highly skilled and innovative workforce
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Global competitiveness ranking
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Digital Quality of Life – global rankings 2019
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Strong worldwide governance indicators, 2019
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Key indicators of ease of doing business
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Top 15 global tourism receipts (2019 US$) - markets
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• Australia welcomes productive foreign direct investment

• Levels of government in Australia - Federal, state and territory, and local 

• Australia’s foreign investment policy framework comprises the Foreign Acquisitions and 
Takeovers Act 1975, its related regulations, and Australia’s Foreign Investment Policy

• Australia's Foreign Investment Policy provides guidance on factors such as national security, 
competition, environmental policy, the impact on economy, community, and character of 
investor 

• Investment by a foreign entity in Australia may require the formal submission and approval of a 
proposal by the Australian Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB)

• Investor obligations - Investors are expected to understand Australia’s regulatory environment

Foreign Direct Investment – Guide to Investing



The opportunities
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Australian imports (USD)
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$24.5 B 
(11.5%)

$27.1 B 
(12.7%)

$26.7 B 
(12.5%)

$8.1 B 
(3.8%)

$6.6 B 
(3.1%)

$5.8 B 
(2.7%)

$4.6 B 
(2.1%)

$4.5 B 
(2.1%)

$30.7 B 
(14.3%

$8.4 B 
(3.9%)



South African Investors in Australia
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Retail PropertyFMCG

Approximately 200,000 South African-born people were living in Australia, 
growth of 36.9 per cent over last 10 years.



Duncan Harris – President

E: duncan.harris@australiaafrica.com
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